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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
5 MARCH 2026

EXECUTIVE MAYOR COUNCILLOR DADA MORERO LEADS GRAND OPENING OF
JOBURG OPEN 2026.

The City of Johannesburg is honoured to announce the commencement of the Joburg Open, which
officially teed off this morning and will continue through Sunday. This prestigious tournament,
broadcast to over 200 cities around the globe, further cements Johannesburg’s reputation as a
premier international sporting destination—one where aspirations are nurtured, and dreams are
realised. In keeping with tradition, the Executive Mayor of Johannesburg, Councillor Dada Morero,
is typically entrusted with performing the ceremonial tee-off to mark the official opening of this
esteemed tournament.

However, in a profound departure from custom, the Mayor elected to confer this honour upon a
young boy whose remarkable journey embodies the very essence and spirit of Johannesburg. This
morning, ten-year-old Tshiamo “Tshitshi” Makamedi from Alexandra took to the tee—not merely
as a promising young golfer, but as a beacon of hope, perseverance, and the boundless potential
that resides within the diverse communities of our city. Remarkably, it was only two and a half
years ago that Tshitshi first picked up a golf club. Since then, he has achieved extraordinary
success, earning medals at international junior tournaments and distinguishing himself as one of
South Africa’s most promising young athletes.

His rapid ascent is a testament to his unwavering dedication, a rigorous training regimen, and the
steadfast support of his family, who have made considerable sacrifices to help realise his dream.
While golf is often perceived as a sport reserved for the privileged, Tshitshi’s inspiring narrative
underscores the truth that talent transcends boundaries; it merely requires the opportunity to
flourish. By extending this unique opportunity to Tshitshi, the Executive Mayor sought to showcase,
on a global stage, what the people of Johannesburg witness each day: a city brimming with
extraordinary young individuals whose immense potential deserves to be recognised, cultivated,
and celebrated.

This moment extended far beyond the game of golf. It served as a powerful source of inspiration,
demonstrating to every child—whether in Alexandra, Soweto, Orange Farm, or any corner of our
city—that their dreams are valid, their talents are valued, and their futures hold limitless
possibilities. Johannesburg is a city forged on the principles of resilience, courage, and ambition—
qualities that Tshitshi Makamedi exemplifies so vividly. As the Joburg Open unfolds over the
coming days, we celebrate not only world-class golf but also the profound power of sport to inspire,
uplift, and shape the next generation of leaders and champions.

Today, a young boy from Alexandra opened one of Africa’s biggest golf tournaments. Tomorrow,
he may very well be one of the champions playing in it. The City of Johannesburg extends its

a world class African city



heartfelt pride and congratulations to Tshitshi Makamedi. His achievements illuminate a bright and
promising future for South African golf.

)
o
=
o
2
>
©
<
-
o
)
©
L
[
14
Lo
©
@
=

Ends.

ISSUED BY THE OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE MAYOR
MEDIA ENQUIRIES
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